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BAGHDAD, Iraq — A general view shows brick factories as smoke rises from the
stacks in the town of Nahrawan in Baghdad, Iraq, June 5, 2022. Pope Francis
issued a message for the World Day of Prayer for the Care of Creation, September
1, calling for "a covenant between human beings and the environment" in order
to combat climate change. Story page 18. (CNS photo/Thaier al-Sudani, Reuters)

EDMONTON — Pope Francis meets with
Indigenous peoples and members of the
parish community of Sacred Heart
Church in Edmonton, Alberta, July 25,
2022. Coverage of the papal visit to
Canada begins on page 8. (CNS photo/
Paul Haring)

VATICAN CITY — Pope John Paul I to
be beatified. Story page 18. (CNS photo/
L'Osservatore Romano)
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New FreemanThe
Bishops must be good listeners,
says nun at Vatican who helps select them
By CAROL GLATZ
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — While the perfect bishop does not exist, he does have to be a person who
knows how to get others involved in the life of the church and to listen to everyone, including those
with whom he may disagree, said a new member of the Dicastery for Bishops.

French Salesian Sister Yvonne
Reungoat told Vida Nueva, a Span-
ish publication reporting news
about the Catholic Church, that
"the ideal bishop does not exist." But
he has to be a shepherd who is
"close to the people entrusted to him,
he has to know how to involve
priests, laity and religious, and peo-
ple of different generations."

"The path of synodality" is es-
sential for this process and "it
must be the usual way of animat-
ing the church to favour
collegiality," she told the publica-
tion in an interview published
online July 24.

Canadian Cardinal Marc
Ouellet, who heads the dicastery,
once told Vida Nueva that "30% of those chosen to be bishops reject the appointment." The
publication asked Sister Reungoat what might explain this situation.

"There may be a difficulty in accepting the responsibility of being bishop of a particular
church, with all the joys, challenges and complaints that it entails," she said.

"That is why I think that, to be a bishop, one must have the ability to listen, both to those
who have the same ideas and to those who protest. Is not easy. Just think of the issue of
abuse, which has marked the life of the church in various parts of the world in recent years,"
she added.

In mid-July, Pope Francis named 14 new members to the dicastery responsible for helping
the pope choose bishops for Latin-rite dioceses outside of the church's mission territories.
For the first time ever, the members included women: two religious and one lay. Before Pope
Francis' reform of the Roman Curia took effect in June, members of the dicastery were only
cardinals and a few bishops.

Members meet twice a month to review dossiers submitted by Vatican nuncios about
potential candidates and to vote on the names they recommend to the pope.

Sr. Reungoat, former superior general of her order, told Vida Nueva it is important for
women to have a role in the naming of new bishops.

The presence of women in the dicastery will allow for views and a sensitivity or awareness
that are both common among men and women and "complementary," she said.

Women are more likely to be working very closely and have "direct contact" with people
and situations "on the ground," she said. "We have knowledge that starts from reality. This
experience is also about listening and dialoguing with this reality."

Having this "complementary vision" can help in getting "closer to reality, which is complex"
and varied since bishops serve in different parts of the world, and the dicastery must study
and discern much information coming from the different nunciatures, she said.

Seeing more women represented at high levels of the church may make women feel more
involved, she said. However, having a woman in a particular position "does not mean that the
situation will automatically change. There needs to be a reciprocal openness."

It is a path that opens up by "walking together. We must give women their place, but we
must also accept our position, because sometimes we back down because we think that we
are not up to the task or that it does not concern us. We must also have the courage and
simplicity to be ourselves to enter a path that is opening up," Sr. Reungoat said.§

VATICAN CITY — Sister Yvonne Reungoat s pictured
with Pope Francis in this file photo. Sr. Reungoat is
one of three women named to the office that helps
the pope choose bishops. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)
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By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — On July 17, St. Patrick’s Church in Nelson, part
of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish was the site of the annual Irish Festi-
val Mass, part of Canada’s Irish Festival on the Miramichi, a mainstay
for locals and visitors alike, which returned in 2022 after a two-year
hiatus. The Mass also celebrated the 225th anniversary of the building
of Malcolm’s Chapel, the first chapel on the current church site,
which was used by the community from 1797-1826. 

The presence of a Roman Catholic chapel in the community of
Nelson dates from at least as far back as the late 1600s, when the
Recollet brothers, a reformed branch of the Franciscans, established
a mission station at Carding Mill Brook, which they referred to as
Mission Brook, or le Ruisseau de la Mission. A century later, in 1777,
John Malcolm, of Banffshire, came to the Miramichi from Prince
Edward Island, and became a grantee at Nelson.

Himself a convert to Catholicism, Mr. Malcolm built a small log
chapel, which was blessed in 1797, and which allowed missionaries
a place to celebrate masses and other sacraments; the building would
come to be known as Malcolm’s Chapel. 

The first priest known to have utilized the chapel was Father Rémi-
Pierre Joyer, who was based in Caraquet and would visit regularly
until 1806. There followed Father Urbain Orfroy until 1810, and Fa-
ther François Huot until 1813, supplemented by a certain Father McGuire
and Father Charles François Painchaud in 1812.

Father Charles French, from Galway, was appointed in 1813, and
purchased an additional ten acres of land from John Malcolm.

By the summer of 1816, his place on the Miramichi had been taken
by Father Joseph-Édouard Morisset, who remained until 1818.

Father Thomas Cooke, an Irish priest who was said to have been
stern, remained until 1823, when Father William Dollard, of Kilkenny,
was assigned to the territory which extended “from Bartibogue and
Escuminac to Boiestown.”

Malcolm’s Chapel, sometimes referred to in records as Patrick’s
Chapel, was a base for all of these missionaries, as they ministered to
the needs of the Nelson parish community. Fr. Dollard was directed
to build the first St. Patrick’s Church, which was completed in 1826,
and would serve the community until it was destroyed by fire in
September 1883.

Over one hundred people joined Fathers Anthony Dass Papu HGN,
Leon Creamer, and Alison Mahoney for the celebration. The music
ministry of Jacqueline Allain shone throughout the entire celebration,
and many were the compliments made concerning how she had sur-
passed her usual spectacular vocals with her moving rendition of
Lady of Knock. The song deals with the Roman Catholic pilgrimage
site in the village of Knock, County Mayo, Ireland, where an appari-
tion of the Blessed Virgin Mary, St. Joseph, St. John the Evangelist
and Jesus was seen in 1879.

Fr. Creamer’s reflection was focused on the gospel passage from
St. Luke (10:41-42), “Martha, Martha, you are anxious and worried
about many things. There is need of only one thing. Mary has chosen
the better part and it will not be taken from her.” 

At the outset, he expressed hope that those assembled would like-
wise feel that they too had chosen the better part in having decided to
participate in the celebration of the Holy Eucharist, something that
was so central to the lives of so many of the region’s Irish settlers. 

He went on to tell the story of a certain Michael Duffy, transported

Annual Irish Festival Mass also celebrates 225th anniversary

to Australia in the eighteenth century for having stolen sheep, and
branded on the face with an “ST” to mark him as a sheep thief. Upon
arriving in Australia, and having determined to forsake his past deal-
ings, he devoted himself to the service of his fellows such that, in
time, his mark took on a new meaning, as he was recognized as a
saintly figure by those who knew him. 

Fr. Creamer then went on to talk about the Irish-Canadian politi-
cian, Thomas D’Arcy McGee. He detailed Mr. McGee’s career as a
prominent speaker and prodigious writer, as well as his involvement
in the Young Ireland movement, his arrest by, and escape from, the
British authorities, his involvement in Canadian politics as Member of
Parliament for Montreal West, and his assassination by Fenian Patrick
J. Whelan in 1868. 

Fr. Creamer used Mr. McGee’s example to note that, “though we
still, at times, struggle with the political institutions of our country, we
have the option to choose the better part, and advocate for change
peacefully, understanding that we possess many freedoms that oth-
ers do not, not least the freedom to gather in worship, to celebrate
and profess our faith, and to offer thanks to God.” 

Before the dismissal, Fr. Papu thanked all of those who joined the
parish community to celebrate this milestone, as well as the Irish
Festival Committee for joining their own celebration to it, and partici-
pating in the mass as lectors and hospitality ministers. He invited eve-
ryone to the Parish Centre for a reception after mass, where refresh-
ments, and a cake, were served.   

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region correspondent for The
New Freeman. He can be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§

MIRAMICHI — On July 17, St. Patrick’s Church in Nelson (Our
Lady of Lourdes Parish) was the site of the annual Irish Festival
Mass, part of Canada’s Irish Festival on the Miramichi. The mass
also celebrated the 225th anniversary of the building of Malcolm’s
Chapel, the first chapel on the current church site. (L to r) Father
Leon Creamer, Father Anthony Dass Papu, HGN and Father
Allison Mahoney. (Bradley Lynch photo)
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Seeing the vision of Jesus
Week of July 17th, 16th  Sunday in Ordinary Time

What does it mean to be a disciple of Jesus the Christ? What does
the job description look like? If we read the Gospels with the question
“What does this tell me about being a disciple of Jesus” we begin to
discover who we are.  On a recent Sunday we heard a reading drawn
from the Old Testament Book of Deuteronomy (Deut.30:10-14).  This
passage presents the directions or rules for living as a faithful mem-
ber of God’s People. There we are told that as a People of God we are
to turn to God with all our heart and soul. According to Deuteronomy
this will not be difficult, for what we are called to rests within the
human heart. It wells up from within us, if we allow it. Being a disci-
ple begins here in a heart that longs for God.

What is demanded of us is the commitment to live with what we
discover in our hearts. This is no surprise, for every human friend-
ship we experience is nurtured by the degree or level of our heartfelt
engagement with the other person. Friendship is dependent on our willing-
ness to commit time, attention and caring for another person.  Disciple-
ship in Jesus the Christ has this demand. For discipleship is essentially a
relationship — between Jesus the Christ and each of us.

Our relationship with Jesus the Christ draws us into awareness of our
relationship with the divine, with our God. And what a relationship it is! At
the centre of our Christian faith is the Incarnation. All else in our faith is
founded on this great truth:  God so loved the world that he gave his only
Son,… in order that the world might be saved through him (John 3:16-17).

Luke’s story of Martha and Mary points to the challenge we face in
our relationship with God through Jesus the Christ (Luke 10:38-42).
So often, we make the task of building and nurturing our relationship
something we have to take on by ourselves. As Jesus visits them,
each of the women have a different sense of what should take place.
Martha goes out to welcome Jesus. She works hard at the being the
hospitable hostess. Meanwhile, Mary simply sits and listens to Jesus.

When Martha asks Jesus to tell Mary
to help her, Jesus responds with Mary
has chosen the better part. I have to
confess that I am sometimes a bit dis-
appointed by this response on the part
of Jesus.  As is so often the case in
the Gospel accounts, Jesus presents
a different way of seeing things, and that is the challenge.

In fact, we are both Martha and Mary. God has gifted all humanity
with both body and spirit.  The two elements of life are not separated,
but one. Disciples of Jesus live by that Christian tradition of contem-
plation in action. We do not withdraw from the world, from living
and working in the world, from service within humanity. For us, all
life is filled with the living presence of God, who gifted us with life
and who continues among us always.

The spiritual writer, Ron Rolheiser provides some wisdom for ad-
dressing the challenge in all of this in Against an Infinite Horizon:
The Finger of God in Our Everyday Lives (Crossroad Publishing
2001). In the preface to this work, he sets the direction that will help
us all. To have faith is to see everything against an infinite horizon….
When we have the eyes of faith we see a certain divine glow shimmer-
ing within the ordinary, just as we see all that is ordinary against a
horizon of the eternal.

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Reconciliation fund approves first project
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

REGINA — Nine months after Canada’s Catholic bishops committed
to it, the Indigenous Reconciliation Fund [IRF] is up and running.

With $4.6 million in the bank so far, the $30-million fund’s all-Indig-
enous national board of directors approved its first project on July 15.

The first project funded will be the Cote Culture Camp in Saskatch-
ewan, northeast of Regina. The language- and land-based camp in Kamsack
is operating from July 18 to 22, putting “children and youth in practical
touch with their language, ceremonies, history and heritage through land-
based instruction and continuing language classes,” said Archdiocese of
Regina spokesperson Eric Gurash in an email.

The Archdiocese of Regina has committed $15,000 of its $2 million in
pledged IRF funds to support the Cote Culture Camp. So far, the archdio-
cese has collected $1.53 million toward its $2 million IRF goal.

With the money finally flowing, the University of British Columbia’s
Indian Residential History and Dialogue Centre called the Catholic recon-
ciliation fund a “positive step.”

“The centre is cautiously optimistic about the Catholic Church’s com-
mitment to raising $30 million in support of healing and reconciliation,”
acting executive director Kristin Kozar told The Catholic Register in an
email.

The bishops voted to set up the IRF in the wake of discoveries of over
1,000 possible unmarked graves of children at several residential school

sites a year ago. The fund will raise $30 million over a period of five years.
A national outpouring of sympathy and outrage over the discoveries led

to a meeting between Pope Francis and Inuit, First Nations and Metis
delegations in March, then the Pope’s personal apology in Rome on April
1. Pope Francis deepened that apology on behalf of the Church when he
visited the site of the Ermineskin Indian Residential School in Maskwacis,
south of Edmonton, July 25.

The Metis National Council [MNC] is happy to see the fund up and
running, but still has concerns about how it was set up.

“While we are happy for those whose projects will be approved and that
residential school survivors will be supported further, this fund has been
created through acts of economic reconciliation from Catholic parishion-
ers, and not the Church itself, which holds immense wealth and has the
capabilities to provide this funding on its own,” said MNC spokesperson
Steve Sutherland in an email. “This fund was not created in consultation
with the Métis Nation, and as such, we have outlined our own path of
truth, reconciliation, justice and healing that we have invited Pope Francis,
the Vatican and the CCCB [Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops] to
join us on in support of Métis survivors, families and communities.”

Indigenous Reconciliation Fund projects are proposed and approved at
the diocesan level before they come to the fund’s national board of direc-
tors. For any local project to gain final approval, the diocese must have
raised the money and deposited it with the IRF.

The national board has its own criteria for approving projects, said the
(continued on page 5)
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In Exile

RON ROLHEISER, omi

The temptatoins of the good person
Week of July 18th

Many of us are familiar with an often-quoted line from T.S. Eliot;
The last temptation is the greatest treason; to do the right deed for the
wrong reason. This, he suggests, is the temptation of the good per-
son. What’s the temptation?

In John’s Gospel, Jesus asks his listeners this question, “How can you
believe who receive glory from one another and do not seek the glory that
comes from God?” What’s Jesus’ challenge here? This: We can do all the
right things, be doggedly faithful, resist every kind of compromise, and
even accept martyrdom – but why? To be respected? To be admired? To
win approval? To win a permanent good name for ourselves?

Aren’t these good, noble enough reasons?
They are. However, as T.S. Eliot suggests in Murder in the Ca-

thedral, a temptation can present itself as a grace, and that can be
the case in terms of being virtuous. He illustrates this through the
struggles of his main character, Thomas a Beckett.  Beckett was
the Archbishop of Canterbury from 1162 until he was murdered in
his own Cathedral in 1170. As Eliot presents him, Beckett does all
the right things. He is altruistic, radically faithful, resists all com-
promise, and is ready to accept martyrdom. However, as Eliot
highlights, these can be “the temptations of the good person”, and
it can take some time (and a deeper maturity) to distinguish cer-
tain temptations from grace. Hence, Mr. Eliot coined these now-
famous lines:
       Now is my way clear; now is the meaning plain:

Temptation shall not come in this kind again.
The last temptation is the greatest treason:
To do the right deed for the wrong reason. …
For those who serve the greater cause
Make the cause serve them.

Those who serve the greater cause can easily make the cause serve
them, blind to their own motivation.

Don’t we all know it! Those of us who work in ministry, in teach-
ing, in administration, in the media, in the arts, and those of us who

are habitual good Samaritans helping out
everywhere, what ultimately drives our
energy as we do all this good?

Well, motivation is rarely simply straight-
forward. We are a complex, often tortured
creatures of motivation. Here’s a little par-
able vis-à-vis motivation from the Sufi tra-
dition that suggests that we don’t have a single motivation but have
multiple motivations. The parable runs this way.

There was a holy man, a guru, renowned for his wisdom who lived
near the top of a mountain. One day three men showed up at his door,
seeking counsel. He questioned the first one: “Did you climb up this
mountain to see me because I’m famous or because you truly are
interested in gaining some wisdom?” The man answered, “To be
truthful, I came to see you because of your fame, though, of course,
I’m also interested in receiving some counsel.”  The guru dismissed
him, “You aren’t yet ready to learn.” He turned to the second man and
asked him the same question, “What’s the real reason you climbed up
this mountain to see me?” This man’s answer was different. “It’s not
your fame that drew me here,” he said, “I’m not interested in that. I
want to learn from you.” Surprisingly, the Guru also dismissed him,
telling him that he was not yet ready to learn.

He turned to the third man, “Did you climb this mountain to see me
because I’m famous or because you truly seek some counsel?” The
man replied, “To be honest, it’s for both reasons, and probably for a
good number of other reasons that I am unaware of.  I did want to
see you because you are famous and I do really want to learn from
you, and I am not even sure that either of them is the real reason I
came to see you.” “You’re ready to learn”, said the holy man.

T.S. Eliot presents his main character in Murder in the Cathedral
as a man who does all the right things, is recognized for his goodness,
but is someone who still has to examine himself as to his real motiva-
tion for doing what he does. What Eliot highlights is something which
should give all of us who are trying to be good, virtuous, faithful
persons, pause for reflection, scrutiny, and prayer. What’s our real
motivation? How much is this about helping others and how much is
about ourselves, about gaining respect, admiration, a good name –
and having a good feeling about ourselves?

This is a hard question and perhaps not even a fair one, but a nec-
essary one which, if asked, can aid us in our quest for a deeper level
of maturity. In the end, are we doing good things because of what it
does for others or because of what it does for us?

As we stand somewhat naked and exposed before this question,
we can take some consolation in the message contained in the Sufi
parable. This side of eternity our motivations are pathologically com-
plex and mixed.

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Kennebecasis  Valley Community Funeral Home

152 Pettingill Road, Quispamsis, NB
506-849-2119       www.KennebecasisFH.com

(continued from page 4)
IRF board’s newest member.

“One of the unfortunate things that happened immediately at residential
schools was loss of language,” said St. Thomas University chancellor
Graydon Nicholas. “We’ve lost culture. The loss of identity, and also the
loss of Indigenous spirituality — those components are then taken into
consideration for what can be done.”

Given the failure of Catholics to raise $25 million in a “best efforts”
campaign that ran between 2008 and 2013 — that campaign fell $21
million short of its goal — the Indian Residential School History and Dia-
logue Centre is watching closely this time around, said Ms. Kozar.

“While the Indigenous Reconciliation Fund is a positive step, we are
concerned that this new commitment not be broken and that funds make
their way to survivors and their families and communities,” she said.

The bulk of the money committed to the IRF is coming from large,
urban dioceses. Toronto, Hamilton, Winnipeg, St. Boniface, Regina,
Saskatoon, Edmonton and Vancouver have collectively committed to $20
million. Toronto and Hamilton combined account for $10 million of that
total.

The four-person IRF board is “looking forward to distributing funds as
quickly as possible in support of reconciliation projects across the coun-
try,” said board chair Chief Wilton Littlechild.§

Approves first project
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Spirituality and our life-long quest
Week of July 24th, 17th  Sunday in Ordinary Time

God, you are my God, I am seeking you,
my soul is thirsting for you,
my flesh is longing for you,… (Ps.63:1)
Somewhere deep in the human heart there lies an emptiness, a

longing. We ask questions about life, about what it all means, about
where we are going. Somehow, we and the thousands of generations
that have gone before us are incomplete. We find a need that cannot
be fulfilled and are ever in a state of “becoming”.

This longing leads to a search for something that completes our life
and that is beyond our human experience, and yet it is part of our
human experience. The quest to discover and acknowledge the source
of this longing is part of every human heart. Each culture in its own
way is on this quest and has its own way of expressing it and passing
it on to the next generations.

The Catholic spiritual writer, Ron Rolheiser used the term “Holy
Longing” to describe the quest. This search for something beyond us
is our search for what some call GOD. Who is this God? What is this
God like? Where do we find or encounter this God? Like every cul-
ture, we can say something about this experience as Christians living
in the Catholic Tradition. What we can say comes out of our Scrip-
tures and the spiritual tradition handed down to us. What has been
handed on to us is intended to help us in our own “Holy Longing”, our
own search.

For us, as Christians it begins with the common prayer given to us
by Jesus and handed on to us in the Gospels, the Our Father (Matt
6:7-13; Lk 11:2-4).

Our God is a life-giving God. This God loves us, and all the peoples
of the earth without reservation or condition. No matter what hap-

pens, God will never cease loving us.
God’s love is a free and unstinting gift,
we do not win it and we cannot lose
it. Time and again, our Scriptures and
our Tradition tell us that this God is
the perfect parent, the Father (Matt 6:7), the Mother (Is.49:14-5)
who can never abandon or forget their child.

It was Jesus who revealed this God in Himself. To see God taking
on our humanity and living in our midst in the person of Jesus is a
statement of God’s love beyond words. In fact, all love, every expe-
rience of human love is in some way a reflection of God’s love for us.
The way our Christian faith tells it, God loves first. We reflect that
love in our lives with one another.

It appears to us again and again in our faith story, our Scriptures.

My dear people, let us love one another since love comes from God
and everyone who loves is begotten by God and knows God.  Anyone
who fails to love can never have known God, because God is love. (1
John 4:7-8)

Father John Jennings, retired priest of the Diocese of Saint John
and St. Thomas University, reflects on the previous Sunday readings
with the intent to be a form of on-going adult faith formation. He
can be reached at: jennings@stu.ca. §

Our sacred stories

Father JOHN JENNINGS

Court approves sale of St. John's church properties
By QUINTON AMUNDSON
The Catholic Register

ST. JOHN’S — The Supreme Court of Newfoundland and Labrador
has ratified the sale of 43 properties owned by the Roman Catholic Epis-
copal Corporation of St. John’s, including 12 parish churches, with doz-
ens more looming.

The properties, including 18 of 34 of the archdiocese’s parish churches,
were put on the auction block after the Archdiocese of St. John’s filed for
bankruptcy following it being found “vicariously liable” for claims of abuse
at the now-closed Mount Cashel Orphanage.

All the money pledged by the winning bidders — $20,622,332 accord-
ing to court-appointed monitor Ernst & Young — will help the archdio-
cese compensate victims of sexual and physical abuse at Mount Cashel in
the 1940s, ’50s and ’60s. On July 28, 2020, the Court of Appeal of
Newfoundland and Labrador ruled the archdiocese was responsible for
the Christian Brothers of Ireland’s debts for abusive actions at the since
demolished orphanage.

In a letter to all Catholics in the diocese published on July 16, Arch-
bishop Peter Hundt stated, “only a few of these proposed church sales are
to buyers intending to have the building continue to be used as a Catholic
church.”

Parishioners learned the fate of their home parish from the archdiocese
and an Ernst & Young representative at various points in the second half of
June.

Archbishop Hundt reflected on the difficulties experienced throughout
the archdiocese in recent months.

“This sale of churches and the corresponding amalgamation of parishes
is a distressing and emotional process for all the people and clergy of the
archdiocese,” he wrote. “It brings with it feelings of anger, loss, sadness,
and for some people, even at times a sense of hopelessness.

“During this difficult and challenging time, I am extremely grateful to all
the clergy and parishioners, who are working hard to move forward this
process by which we are seeking to meet our legal obligations to the
victims of abuse and restructure our diocese in a positive and sustainable
manner.”

Archbishop Hundt went on to ask Catholics to join him “in praying for
God’s healing grace for the victims of abuse and for the gifts of under-
standing, wisdom and patience for all of us as we continue to journey
through this time of restructuring and change.”

Archbishop Hundt said the monitor will present a strategy to the court
to sell 70 more properties, including all the churches, halls and rectories on
the Burin Peninsula and the southern Avalon peninsula.

The Basilica Heritage Foundation purchased the Basilica Cathedral of St.
John the Baptist and will keep it a house of worship. Congregants of St.
Teresa’s Church established St. Teresa’s Mundy Pond Corporation and
successfully secured ownership of the 98-year-old church during a re-bid
stage. The parishioners at Holy Rosary Parish in Portugal Cove also pulled
off this feat, while the Archdiocesan Renewal Corp. was the winning
bidder for St. Thomas of Villanova Church in Conception Bay South.

St. Patrick’s Parish in downtown St. John’s now belongs to Howard
Real Estate Holdings Inc. Stewart McKelvey, Atlantic Canada’s largest
law firm, purchased Corpus Christ Parish on behalf of an unknown buyer.

(continued on page 7)
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In Exile
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Why is there something
instead of nothing?

The Belgian theologian Jan Walgrave, who directed my doctoral
thesis, was a true intellectual and a rare one. True, in that his thought
naturally, instinctually gravitated towards the huge philosophical ques-
tions of essence and existence. Why are we here? Who are we really?
Moreover, he was also a rare intellectual in that he was an uncommon
mixture of hard intellectual scrutiny and childlike piety. He could be equally
disarming both in his intellectual sophistication and in his childlikeness.

In one of our meetings, he asked me this, “Do you ever sit on a
park bench and ask yourself, why is there something instead of noth-
ing?” I answered honestly, “In truth, I can’t ever remember doing
that very explicitly. Like everyone else, I often wonder where we
came from and how there is a God behind all of this, but I have never
very explicitly contemplated your question.” “Well,” he replied, “then
you are not a philosopher!  He went on, “I think about this question all
the time; it is the most important of all questions.” (He consoled me
for the fact that I could never be a true philosopher by telling me that
I had a “fertile mind”, which he told me is its own gift.)

Why is there something instead of nothing? Surely, that is the ulti-
mate question. How did it all begin? Who or what was there at the
beginning and started it all?  Moreover, where did this who or what
come from, who gave it a beginning?

Contemporary science cannot answer that question. It can tell us
what happened at the origins of our universe, the Big Bang, but that
doesn’t get us any nearer answering the bigger question, namely,
who or what gave origin to that initial explosion nearly fifteen million
years ago that lies at the origins of our universe and gave birth to
billions of galaxies? How was this force itself in existence?

As people of faith, we believe it was God and believe that God had
no beginning. However, that can neither be conceptualized nor imag-
ined. What gave birth to God? No matter whether we believe in God
or not, we are all still left with the question, Walgrave’s question,

“why is there something instead of noth-
ing?” Moreover, that question is compli-
cated further by the fact that creation, at
least vast segments of it, have a clear in-
telligent design. Given that fact, the most
credible postulate vis-à-vis who or what lies at the origins of every-
thing, demands that this something or someone (from which every-
thing takes its origins) is not some blind, brute force but one that is
highly intelligent and personal.

Thomas Aquinas, who did have a true philosophical mind, once
proposed a number of logical arguments to try to “prove” that God
exists. Among his arguments, we find this one: Imagine walking down
a road and finding stone on the ground and asking yourself, ‘who put
that stone there?’ You could simply conclude that it has always been
there and think no further about it. However, imagine walking down a
road and finding a clock that is still keeping time, and asking yourself,
‘who put that clock there?’ In this case, you could not simply say it
has always been there and leave it at that. Why? Because the clock
has a clear intelligent design that demands that some intelligence de-
signed it. As well, it is still keeping time, which means that it could not
always have been there. Someone put it there, and at some clear point
in time. Thus, Aquinas concluded that since many things in the uni-
verse have an intelligent design, there must be an intelligent designer
at its origins.

Today most people might consider that logic a bit naïve, but per-
haps the naiveté is on their part. Someone no less than Albert Einstein
affirmed this: The harmony of natural law reveals an intelligence of
such superiority that, compared with it, all the systematic thinking
and acting of human beings is utterly insignificant reflection.

He is right, and the harmony he speaks of is not just the unfathom-
able ecological harmony that the various elements of the physical
world appear to have with each other and how nature continues to
regenerate itself despite everything we do to destroy its ecology. Fur-
ther still, that harmony of natural law (as Einstein calls it) also in-
cludes an undeniable oneness between the laws of nature and the
moral order. The law of karma and the law of nature are one and
same thing, all of one piece, as is the law of gravity and the Holy
Spirit. The physical and the moral are part of a single symphony. The
air we breathe out into the universe is the air we are going to inhale –
physically and morally.

Rarely do I sit on a park bench and ask myself, “why is there
something instead of nothing?” But then as Jan Walgrave said, I’m
not a philosopher. My hope is that this little excursion into philosophy
isn’t proof of that!

Oblate Father Ron Rolheiser, theologian, teacher, and award-winning
author. He can be contacted through his website  www.ronrolheiser.com
Facebook www.facebook.com/ronrolheiser §

Father Ron Rolheiser’s column In Exile is sponsored by
Kennebecasis  Valley Community Funeral Home

152 Pettingill Road, Quispamsis, NB
506-849-2119       www.KennebecasisFH.com

(continued from page 6)
In the city’s east end, the Association of New Canadians secured St. Pius
X Parish and nearby St. Pius X Junior High School.

Numbered companies bought Mary Queen of Peace Church in St.
John’s and St. Joseph’s Church in Petty Harbour-Maddox Cove. St. Francis
of Assisi Parish in Outer Cove was awarded to Rocky Hill Holdings, Inc.
The Town of Flatrock bought the local St. Michael’s Church and Our
Lady of Lourdes Grotto. Food products supplier GJ Shorthall Ltd. now
owns St. Agnes Church in Pouch Cove.

According to the Ernst & Young report, 19 properties did not receive
acceptable bids. The six parishes among this lot include St. Peter’s Church
and Mary Queen of the World Church in Mount Pearl, St. Paul’s Church
in St. John’s, Holy Family Church in Paradise, St. Edward’s in Concep-
tion Bay South and Holy Trinity in Torbay. It said the archdiocese intends
to collaborate with a realtor to liquidate the 19 residual parcels, as well as
70 rural properties it owns in the Burin and Avalon regions.

When Corpus Christ Parish closes after Aug. 14, Angus Barrett will
make the move with his family to St. Teresa’s. Learning the congrega-
tional bid was unsuccessful was difficult but not unexpected.
“I’ll tell you that people are realistic too,” said Barrett. “They look around
and see there isn’t many — if any — young people attending mass. They
know it is going to be a financial challenge to keep the church open.
Disappointed, yes. Surprised, I don’t think so.” §

Court approves sale
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By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

“From 1895 to 1996 when the last residen-
tial school closed in Canada over 150,000 chil-
dren were placed in these schools. Children
were removed with force from the Indigenous
communities, they were denied their linguis-
tic rights. And so there have been devastating
consequences from intergenerational trauma,”
Graydon Nicholas, former lieutenant gover-
nor of New Brunswick and a member of
Tobique First Nations told the Knights of
Columbus in a promotional video for the pa-
pal visit, (.facebook.com/KnightsofColumbus/
videos/).

Pope Francis brought with him a pair of
children’s moccasins that were given to him
by Chief Marie-Anne Day Walker-Pelletier of
the Okanese First Nation in Saskatchewan
who attended the Indigenous delegation visit
to Rome this past March.

She asked him to think and pray for the
children who never returned home from resi-
dential schools. “I would like to reflect on
this symbol, which over the past few months
has kept alive my sense of sorrow, indigna-
tion and shame,” Pope Francis said at the be-
ginning of his address on July 25.

“The memory of those children is indeed
painful; it urges us to work to ensure that
every child is treated with love, honour and
respect. At the same time, those moccasins
also speak to us of a path to follow, a journey
that we desire to make together. We want to
walk together, to pray together and to work
together, so that the sufferings of the past
can lead to a future of justice, healing and
reconciliation.”

Showing himself to be a true shepherd Pope
Francis remained faithful to his commitment
to come to Canada in person. “I have come
to your native lands to tell you in person of
my sorrow, to implore God’s forgiveness,
healing and reconciliation, to express my
closeness and to pray with you and for you,”
he told pilgrims in Maskwacis, Alberta, on
July 25.

This location is significant as Edmonton “is
home to the second largest number of Indig-
enous people living in urban Canadian cen-
tres. In addition, 25 residential schools were
located in Alberta, the most of any province
or territory in Canada,” www.papalvisit.ca.

The pope shared how important it has been
for him to listen to the stories of residential
school survivors and went on to deliver a
beautiful and profound apology. (The full text

Pope Francis arrives in Canada
of Pope Francis’ apology can be found on
page 11 of this issue of The New Freeman.)

 “I thank you for making me appreciate this,
for telling me about the heavy burdens that
you still bear, for sharing with me these bitter
memories. Today I am here, in this land that,
along with its ancient memories, preserves
the scars of still open wounds,” he said. “I
am here because the first step of my peniten-
tial pilgrimage among you is that of again ask-

ing forgiveness, of telling you once more that
I am deeply sorry. Sorry for the ways in
which, regrettably, many Christians supported
the colonizing mentality of the powers that
oppressed the Indigenous peoples. I am sorry.
I ask forgiveness, in particular, for the ways in
which many members of the Church and of
religious communities cooperated, not least
through their indifference, in projects of cultural
destruction and forced assimilation promoted by
the governments of that time, which culminated
in the system of residential schools.”

This was a historical moment for Canada
and the Church in Canada, but most espe-
cially for the Indigenous people who have
waited for this moment of healing.

“For anyone who is a survivor of residen-
tial schools to have the opportunity to be
present when Pope Francis offers that apol-
ogy in person, is going to be that much more
powerful and impactful.” Father Henry Sands,
director of Black and Indian Mission Office
of the United States Conference of Catholic
Bishops, told the Knights of Columbus.

On July 27 a delegation of nearly 70 people

composed mostly of Indigenous peoples and
residential school survivors from the Diocese
of Saint John were to make their way to Que-
bec to join the Holy Father for his appearance
at Sainte Anne-de-Beaupré, Quebec.

Among the group will be members of the
Esgenoopetij, Burnt Church, Natoageneg, Eel
Ground, Metepenagiag,Red Bank,
Neqotkuk,Tobique, Wotstak, Woodstock,
Pilick, Kingsclear, Sitansisk, St. Mary’s,

Welamukotuk, Oromocto and
Peskotomuhkati, Passamaquoddy.

“My prayer is that as people look at this
and consider their own needs for reconcilia-
tion, that they’ll say okay, this is possible. This
is what it looks like. Now let’s go forth and
do likewise,” Archbishop Richard Smith, of
Edmonton and general coordinator of the pa-
pal visit in Canada told the Knights of
Columbus.”

Concluding his remarks to the Knights, Mr.
Nicholas said, “let’s see what we can do and
walk together as brothers and sisters of Christ.
Toward reconciliation, toward healing, toward
understanding, toward acceptance, so that we
in fact can be brothers and sisters in Jesus.”

Pope Francis was in Quebec from July 27-
29, after which he travelled to Iqualuit,
Nunavut before concluding his visit on July
29. More details of the trip can be found at
www.papalvisit.ca.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for
The New Freeman. She can be reached at
natasha@maz-family.com. §

MASKWACIS, AB — Pope Francis kisses the hand of an Indigenous leader during a
meeting with First Nations, Métis and Inuit communities at Maskwacis, Alberta, July
25, 2022. (CNS photo/Vatican Media)



Voice of  the Diocese of  Saint John since 1900.July 29 & August 5, 2022 Page 9

By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

EDMONTON — Pope Francis has landed in Canada and begun the
work of his penitential pilgrimage from the moment he was wheeled
off the papal plane and into a hangar at Edmonton International Air-
port, Sunday, July 24.

The hangar was the venue for a simple and brief ceremony of
welcome that featured a parade of brief encounters with residential
school survivors, Indigenous leaders and elders, civic leaders, bishops
and cardinals. After a drum circle performance by six members of the
Logan Alexis Singers who make their home on Treaty Six territory, Pope
Francis began receiving a long line of more than two dozen dignataries,
bringing greetings and welcoming the Pope to Canada.

But it was Indigenous people and most certainly three residential
school survivors whom Pope Francis spent the most time with, hold-
ing their hands, speaking with them, and in one case kissing the hand
of residential school survivor and Frog Lake First Nation elder Alma
Desjarlais.

The pope appeared to engage Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami president Natan
Obed in an animated conversation before handing him the customary
papal rosary. Assembly of First Nations Regional Chief Gerald Antoine
leaned in to speak with and listen to Pope Francis.

When it came to politicians from Alberta, Premier Jason Kenney to
Edmonton Mayor Amarjeet Sohi, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau or

Pope's penitential visit begins
even the Canadian bishops and cardinals, greetings were swift and
cordial.

For Catholics who have longed for papal action on truth and recon-
ciliation, there’s hope in Pope Francis’ determination to be here, de-
spite his ailing knees and sciatica.

With the pope here to do his part, Catholics for Truth and Recon-
ciliation founder Jody Garneau is hoping Canadian Catholics are ready
to step up and follow through on Pope Francis’ embrace of penitence
and repentance.

“It’s not just about a celebrity visiting. It’s about why he’s here,”
Ms. Garneau said.

Beginning with the Kamloops discovery of more than 200 possible
graves next to the old Kamloops Indian Residential School in May,
2021, Catholics for Truth and Reconciliation raised more than $30,000
and engaged many Catholics in conversation on Facebook about the
deeper issues behind the residential school legacy — all without any
participation from clergy or the hierarchy.

“I’m so glad he (Pope Francis) is here. I’m waiting to see what
happens,” Ms. Garneau said.

Monday morning, Pope Francis travelled south from Edmonton to
Maskwacis to visit the site of a residential school graveyard and speak
there. It’s there that Pope Francis delivered the long-awaited apology
on Canadian soil for past Church wrongs towards Indigenous people.
In the afternoon he visited with members of the Sacred Heart Na-
tional Indigenous People’s Parish in downtown Edmonton. §

By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

ON BOARD FLIGHT TO EDMONTON — A smiling, jovial Pope
Francis greeted journalists on the plane to Edmonton, but first re-
minded them of the penitential nature of his pilgrimage to Canada.

“As we are aware, this is a penitential trip,” the pope said in brief
remarks before greeting the
76 journalists on the plane
one by one.
With visits to a residential
school graveyard, encoun-
ters with residential school
survivors and an historic
apology on the agenda, this
may be the most sombre
papal visit ever.
In a show of stamina, the
85-year-old Pontiff was able
to walk the full distance
through the narrow aisles of
the Airbus A330, greeting
and chatting with reporters,
photographers and broad-
casters, relying only on his
cane. Journalists have been
warned that Pope Francis
would likely be in a wheel-
chair for the majority of his
public appearances.
Pope Francis also took

At the beginning of the papal journey to Canada
time to mention Grandparents Day to the press corps.

“We should get back to the grandparents, which means that young
people need to be in touch with their grandparents, get back to their
roots,” he said.

He spoke of his own relationship with the elders of his religious
order, the Jesuits, and hoped that novices just entering religious life
would similarly learn from their elders.

In addition to the 76 journalists aboard the pope’s plane, there are
644 journalists registered with the Edmonton-based organizing com-
mittee to cover the papal visit over five days.

Pope Francis and his plane full of journalists landed in Edmonton at
11:20 local time after a 10-hour and 20-minute flight on Sunday, July
24. The first day’s public events was limited to greetings from a
welcome party that includes Governor General Mary Simon and Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau.

Leaders of the three national Indigenous organizations which sent
delegations to Rome to meet Pope Francis in the spring were also
present to greet Pope Francis on landing — Natan Obed for the Inuit
Tapiriit Kanatami, National Chief RoseAnne Archibald of the Assem-
bly of First Nations and Alberta Metis Nation president Audrey Poitras
filling in for Metis National Council president Cassidy Caron.

On the flight with Pope Francis were the two Canadian cardinals
who work for the pope in the curia — prefect of the Dicastery for
Promoting Integral Human Development Cardinal Michael Czerny and
prefect of the Congregation for Bishops Cardinal Marc Ouellet.

Pope Francis recovered from his flight at Edmonton’s St. Joseph’s
Seminary while the journalists made their way to a city hotel.

Monday, July 25 Pope Francis visited Maskawacis and the site of
the former Ermineskin Indian Residential School where he delivered
the long-awaited apology on Canadian soil. §

EDMONTON — Pope Francis greets
family members during a meeting
with Indigenous peoples and
members of the parish community
of Sacred Heart Church in
Edmonton, July 25, 2022. (CNS photo/
Paul Haring)
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Papal apology comes on a day full of emotions
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

MASKWACIS, Alberta — The words “I
am sorry” are powerful. For Tammy Ward
of the Samson First Nation, those words from
Pope Francis brought tears as she listened on
the Maskawacis powwow grounds.

“It’s just very powerful,” Ms. Ward told
The Catholic Register after Pope Francis
finished delivering his historic apology to
Indigenous people on Indigenous land for
the Catholic Church’s role in residential
schools and other wrongs done on its be-
half. “For me, it’s the healing.”

Ms. Ward leaned into her 21-year-old
daughter Aleea Foureyes for comfort as
Pope Francis confessed the sins Catholics
committed against Indigenous Canadians in
residential schools.

“In the face of this deplorable evil, the
Church kneels before God and implores His
forgiveness for the sins of her children,”
Pope Francis said, invoking St. Pope John
Paul II’s 1998 bull,  Incarnationis
Mysterium. “I myself wish to reaffirm this,
with shame and unambiguously. I humbly
beg forgiveness for the evil committed by
so many Christians against the Indigenous
peoples.”

The pope delivered his apology on the treaty
land of the Ermineskin and Samson Cree
Nations, the Louis Bull Tribe and the Mon-
tana First Nation, as part of his “penitential
pilgrimage” to Canada. The site was near one
of Canada’s largest residential schools.

For 49-year-old Ms. Ward it brought
memories flooding back of her relationship
with her parents.

“I always thought my parents didn’t love
me. I was always wondering why they were
silent,” she said.

Years later she understood how a child-
hood spent institutionalized in residential
schools had left her parents unprepared for
family life.

It was a day full of emotion as Indig-
enous people responded to Pope Francis’ pres-
ence among them. Ted Quewezance, elder
from Keeseekoose, SK, who oversaw the
ground-penetrating radar search for unmarked
graves, which uncovered 42 possible graves
near the Fort Pelly residential school and an-
other 12 at St. Philips residential school, spoke
to the crowd of about 5,000 about the long
process of reconciliation.

“The pope’s apology is not asking for in-
stant trust,” Mr. Quewezance said. “Today

I am willing to extend my hand to the pope
and to the bishops.”

But Mr. Quewezance warned about the
politicization and bureaucratization of rec-
onciliation efforts by governments and
churches.

“Reconciliation in Canada is all about rec-

ommendations, reports. It’s not about ac-
tion,” he said.

Mr. Quewezance prefers to replace the
word reconciliation with real-conciliation.

“Reconciliation implies there is a time we
would like to go back to,” he said.

From the Doctrine of Discovery on, the
relationship between the colonizers and the
colonized has been about taking rights, land
and resources away from Indigenous peo-
ple, said Mr. Quewezance.

Jonathan Buffalo didn’t just come to hear
Pope Francis. He came to dance. Indig-
enous dance, he said, is a path to healing.

“I dance with pride and honour. I dance
for my people, my ancestors, my elders,”
said the young administrative assistant at
the Samson Cree Community Wellness
Centre.

Mr. Buffalo hopes that non-Indigenous
Catholics hear what the pope has said and

read the Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sion report, to know the truth about resi-
dential schools.

“It has to be talked about for people to
understand (intergenerational trauma),” said
Mr. Buffalo, whose mother is a residential
school survivor.

Showing up to hear Pope Francis apolo-
gize once more was an act of hope for 78-
year-old Norman Meade, who brought his
eight-year-old granddaughter Everlee Meade
with him to Maskawacis.

“I do have hope. I always have hope,”
Mr. Meade said. “When we walk together
— the pope is leading us that way — things
are better.”

Ms. Meade is still working on his wife
Thelma Meade’s claim file seeking com-
pensation for her years in the Birtle Pres-
byterian Residential School. Getting records
from government offices has proved to be
a painfully slow process.

“I just wanted to hear what he wanted to
say,” said Yaa ndakin Yeil, also known as
Wayne Carling, a residential school survi-
vor from northern British Columbia, where
he went to the Laura Post Residential
School.§

EDMONTON, AB — There are currently 4120 children identified on the memorial
banner and listed on the National Student Memorial Register at www.nctr.ca. The
creation of the banner (above) was the first national, public commemoration to record
the names of so many of the children who never came home from all residential
schools across Canada. (Michael Swan photo)
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Papal apology text
EDMONTON — Madam Governor Gen-

eral. Mr. Prime Minister. Dear Indigenous
Peoples of Maskwacis and of this land of
Canada. Dear brothers and sisters.

I have been waiting to come here and be
with you. Here, from this place associated
with painful memories, I would like to begin
what I consider a penitential pilgrimage. I have
come to your native lands to tell you in per-
son of my sorrow, to implore God’s forgive-
ness, healing and reconciliation, to express
my closeness and to pray with you and for
you.

I recall the meetings we had in Rome four
months ago. At that time, I was given two
pairs of moccasins as a sign of the suffering
endured by Indigenous children, particularly
those who, unfortunately, never came back
from the residential schools. I was asked to
return the moccasins when I came to Canada,
and I will do so at the end of these few words,
in which I would like to reflect on this sym-
bol, which over the past few months has kept
alive my sense of sorrow, indignation and
shame. The memory of those children is in-
deed painful; it urges us to work to ensure
that every child is treated with love, honour
and respect. At the same time, those mocca-

sins also speak to us of a path to follow, a
journey that we desire to make together. We
want to walk together, to pray together and
to work together, so that the sufferings of
the past can lead to a future of justice, healing
and reconciliation.

That is why the first part of my pilgrimage
among you takes place in this region, which
from time immemorial has seen the presence
of Indigenous peoples. These are lands that
speak to us; they enable us to remember.

To remember, brothers and sisters, you
have lived on these lands for thousands of

years, following ways of life that respect the
Earth, which you received as a legacy from
past generations and are keeping for those
yet to come. You have treated it as a gift of
the Creator to be shared with others and to
be cherished in harmony with all that exists,
in profound fellowship with all living beings.
In this way, you learned to foster a sense of
family and community, and to build solid
bonds between generations, honouring your
elders and caring for your little ones. A treas-
ury of sound customs and teachings, cen-
tred on concern for others, truthfulness,
courage and respect, humility, honesty and
practical wisdom.

Yet if those were the first steps taken in
these lands, the path of remembrance leads
us, sadly, to those that followed. The place
where we are gathered renews within me the
deep sense of pain and remorse that I have
felt in these past months. I think back on the
tragic situations that so many of you, your
families and your communities have known;
of what you shared with me about the suf-
fering you endured in the residential schools.
These are traumas that are in some way re-
awakened whenever the subject comes up; I
realize too that our meeting today can bring
back old memories and hurts, and that many
of you may feel uncomfortable even as I
speak. Yet, it is right to remember, because
forgetfulness leads to indifference and, as has
been said the opposite of love is not hatred,
it’s indifference and the opposite of life is not
death, it’s indifference. To remember the dev-
astating experiences that took place in the resi-
dential schools hurts, angers, causes pain, and
yet it is necessary.

It is necessary to remember how the poli-
cies of assimilation and enfranchisement,
which also included the residential school
system, were devastating for the people of
these lands. When the European colonists first
arrived here, there was a great opportunity to
bring about a fruitful encounter between cul-
tures, traditions and forms of spirituality. Yet,
for the most part that did not happen. Again,
I think back on the stories you told: how the
policies of assimilation ended up systemati-
cally marginalizing the Indigenous peoples;
how also through the system of residential
schools your languages and cultures were
denigrated and suppressed; how children suf-
fered physical, verbal, psychological and spir-
itual abuse; how they were taken away from
their homes at a young age, and how that
indelibly affected relationships between par-
ents and children, grandparents and grand-
children.

I thank you for making me appreciate this,
for telling me about the heavy burdens that
you still bear, for sharing with me these bitter
memories. Today I am here, in this land that,
along with its ancient memories, preserves
the scars of still open wounds. I am here be-
cause the first step of my penitential pilgrim-
age among you is that of again asking for-
giveness, of telling you once more that I am
deeply sorry. Sorry for the ways in which,
regrettably, many Christians supported the
colonizing mentality of the powers that op-
pressed the Indigenous peoples. I am sorry. I

(continued on page 13)

EDMONTON, AB — Pope Francis pauses during a meeting with Indigenous peoples
and members of the parish community of Sacred Heart Church in Edmonton, Alberta,
July 25, 2022. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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Indigenous and Catholic: one can proudly be both, pope says
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

EDMONTON — While presented as mis-
sionary work, the operation of residential
schools by Catholics in Canada was actually
an attempt to impose European culture on
Canada's Indigenous people, Pope Francis
said.

"One cannot proclaim God in a way con-
trary to God himself," the pope said July 25
at Edmonton's Sacred Heart Church of the
First Peoples.

Several of the First Nation, Inuit and Métis
parishioners of Sacred Heart and many of
their parents and grandparents were forced
by the Canadian government to attend resi-
dential schools, which were set up to force
the Indigenous to adopt European languages,
culture and forms of Christianity.

"If we think of the lasting pain experienced
in these places by so many people," the pope
said, "we feel nothing but anger and shame."

"Nothing can ever take away the violation
of dignity, the experience of evil, the betrayal
of trust," suffered by the students, he said.
And nothing can "take away our own shame
as believers."

The pope did not mention the physical and
sexual abuse many Indigenous people said
they endured in the schools; rather, he fo-
cused on the church's complicity in trying to
suppress Indigenous identity and culture.

"That happened because believers became
worldly, and rather than fostering reconcilia-
tion, they imposed their own cultural models"
on the students, he said.

Unfortunately, he said, "this attitude dies
hard, also from the religious standpoint."

"Indeed, it may seem easier to force God
on people, rather than letting them draw near
to God," Pope Francis said. "Yet this never
works, because that is not how the Lord op-
erates."

"He does not force us, he does not sup-
press or overwhelm; instead, he loves, he lib-
erates, he leaves us free. He does not sustain
with his Spirit those who dominate others,
who confuse the Gospel of our reconciliation
with proselytism," the pope said.

"While God presents himself simply and qui-
etly," the pope said, "we always have the
temptation to impose him, and to impose our-
selves in his name."

Pope Francis made his early evening visit
to the parish — the first officially designated
Indigenous parish in Canada — after an emo-
tional morning meeting in Maskwacis, where

he apologized to survivors of residential
schools.

Candida Shepherd, a member of the parish
council, and Bill Perdue, chair of the parish
finance committee, formally welcomed the
pope. Both are members of the Métis com-
munity and described the parish as a place
where they could live fully their identity as
Indigenous Catholics.

The parish is in a neighbourhood where
many rely on assistance with food and hous-
ing or need healing and liberation from addic-
tion.

Mr. Perdue told the pope, "Many of those
challenges can be traced back to the legacy
of the Canadian Indian residential school sys-
tem, including those op-
erated by the Roman
Catholic Church."

Pope Francis' visit, he
said, "gives us the oppor-
tunity to confront, to un-
derstand, to release and to
transcend our trauma"
and has inspired parish-
ioners to work to make
the church "a venue for
healing and reconciliation
between the Indigenous
of this land and all those
who choose to come here
now and in the future."

At Sacred Heart, the
pope expressed admira-
tion for the many survi-
vors who did not lose
their faith and who still go
to church.

"I can only imagine the
effort it must take for
those who have suffered
so greatly — because of men and women
who should have set an example of Christian
living — even to think about reconciliation,"
he said.

About 250 people filled the church for the
pope's visit and for prayer and music before
he arrived.

A traditional smudge ceremony — a purifi-
cation ritual with smoldering sage, sweetgrass,
cedar and tobacco — also preceded the pope's
arrival at the church, which has a teepee
frame over the sanctuary, a teepee tabernacle
and a wood altar rising from a root ball.

The church, Pope Francis said, must be a
place of reconciliation, a place where all are
welcome as they are and where discrimina-
tion has no place.

The architecture and furnishings at Sacred
Heart reflect both Indigenous wisdom and
Christian truths, the pope said.

"Joined to the earth by its roots, a tree gives
oxygen through its leaves and nourishes us
by its fruit," he said. At Sacred Heart, "a tree
trunk symbolically unites the earth below and
the altar on which Jesus reconciles us in the
Eucharist in 'an act of cosmic love' that 'joins
heaven and earth, embracing and penetrating
all creation,'" he said, quoting his encyclical
on the environment.

The full reconciliation all people yearn for
is found in Christ on the cross, the pope said.
"On the cross, Christ reconciles and brings
back together everything that seemed unthink-

able and unforgivable; he embraces everyone
and everything. Everyone and everything!"

The way forward, Pope Francis said, is
"to look together to Christ, to love betrayed
and crucified for our sake; to look to Christ,
crucified in the many students of the residen-
tial schools."

"If we want to be reconciled with one an-
other and with ourselves, to be reconciled with
the past, with wrongs endured and memories
wounded, with traumatic experiences that no
human consolation can ever heal, our eyes
must be lifted to the crucified Jesus," he in-
sisted.

On "the tree of the cross," he said, "sorrow
is transformed into love, death into life, dis-
appointment into hope, abandonment into fel-
lowship (and) distance into unity." §

EDMONTON — Pope Francis receives a traditional blanket
during a meeting with Indigenous peoples and members of
the parish community of Sacred Heart Church in Edmonton,
Alberta, July 25. (CNS photo/Paul Haring)
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ask forgiveness, in particular, for the ways in which many members of the Church and of
religious communities co-operated, not least through their indifference, in projects of cultural
destruction and forced assimilation promoted by the governments of that time, which culmi-
nated in the system of residential schools.

Although Christian charity was not absent, and there were many outstanding instances of
devotion and care for children, the overall effects of the policies linked to the residential
schools were catastrophic. What our Christian faith tells us is that this was a disastrous error,
incompatible with the Gospel of Jesus Christ. It is painful to think of how the firm soil of
values, language and culture that made up the authentic identity of your peoples was eroded,
and that you have continued to pay the price of this. In the face of this deplorable evil, the
Church kneels before God and implores His forgiveness for the sins of her children. I myself
wish to reaffirm this, with shame and unambiguously. I humbly beg forgiveness for the evil
committed by so many Christians against the Indigenous Peoples.

Dear brothers and sisters, many of you and your representatives have stated that begging
pardon is not the end of the matter. I fully agree: that is only the first step, the starting point.
I also recognize that, looking to the past, no effort to beg pardon and to seek to repair the harm
done will ever be sufficient and that, looking ahead to the future, no effort must be spared to
create a culture able to prevent such situations from happening. An important part of this
process will be to conduct a serious investigation into the facts of what took place in the past
and to assist the survivors of the residential schools to experience healing from the traumas
they suffered.

I trust and pray that Christians and civil society in this land may grow in the ability to accept
and respect the identity and the experience of the Indigenous peoples. It is my hope that
concrete ways can be found to make those peoples better known and esteemed, so that all
may learn to walk together. For my part, I will continue to encourage the efforts of all
Catholics to support the Indigenous peoples. I have done so at various times and occasions,
through meetings, appeals and also through the writing of an Apostolic Exhortation. I realize
that all this will require time and patience. We are speaking of processes that must penetrate
hearts. My presence here and the commitment of the Canadian bishops are a testimony to our
will to persevere on this path.

Dear friends, this pilgrimage is taking place over several days and in places far distant from
one another; even so, it will not allow me to accept the many invitations I have received to visit
centres like Kamloops, Winnipeg and various places in Saskatchewan, Yukon and the North-
west Territories. Nonetheless, please know that all of you are in my thoughts and in my
prayer. Know that I am aware of the sufferings and traumas, the difficulties and challenges,
experienced by the Indigenous peoples in every region of this country. The words that I speak
throughout this penitential journey are meant for every Native community and person. I em-
brace all of you with affection.

On this first step of my journey, I have wanted to make space for memory. Here, today, I
am with you to recall the past, to grieve with you, to bow our heads together in silence and to
pray before the graves. Let us allow these moments of silence to help us interiorize our pain.
Silence. And prayer. In the face of evil, we pray to the Lord of goodness; in the face of death,
we pray to the God of life. Our Lord Jesus Christ took a grave, which seemed the burial place
of every hope and dream, leaving behind only sorrow, pain and resignation, and made it a
place of rebirth and resurrection, the beginning of a history of new life and universal reconcili-
ation. Our own efforts are not enough to achieve healing and reconciliation: we need God’s
grace. We need the quiet and powerful wisdom of the Spirit, the tender love of the Comforter.
May He bring to fulfilment the deepest expectations of our hearts. May He guide our steps and
enable us to advance together on our journey.§

Papal apology text

Pope modifies Opus Dei's relationship to Curia, highlighting its 'charism'
By CINDY WOODEN
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Saying he wanted to
highlight the spiritual gifts of Opus Dei and
its contributions to the Catholic Church's evan-

gelizing activities, Pope Francis said it will now
work with and answer to the Dicastery for
clergy, rather than the Dicastery for Bishops.

In the apostolic letter Ad Charisma
Tuendum (For the protection of the charism),
released by the Vatican July 22, Pope Francis

also said the head of the personal prelature of
Opus Dei "will not be made, nor will he be
able to be made" a bishop.

Monsignor Fernando Ocáriz, who was
elected prelate of Opus Dei and approved by
Pope Francis in 2017, said that while the first
two prelates of Opus Dei were bishops, "the
episcopal ordination of the prelate was not and is
not necessary for the guidance of Opus Dei."

Pope Francis said his decision was meant
"to strengthen the conviction that, for the pro-
tection of the particular gift of the Spirit, a
form of government based more on charism
than on hierarchical authority is needed."

"The pope's desire to highlight the charis-
matic dimension of the Work (Opus Dei)"
rather than its hierarchical structure, "now
invites us to reinforce the family atmosphere
of affection and trust: the prelate must be a
guide but, above all, a father," Msgr. Ocáriz
said in a statement July 22.

In his letter, issued "motu proprio," or on
his own initiative, Pope Francis said that when
St. John Paul II established Opus Dei as the
first personal prelature in 1982, he did so to
safeguard its charism, particularly its contri-
butions to the church's evangelizing mission
by "spreading the call to holiness in the world,
through the sanctification of work and fam-
ily and social commitments."

Unlike a diocese or territorial prelature, a
personal prelature unites clergy and laity com-
mitted to the same missionary or apostolic
work. It can have its own seminaries and
priests, as Opus Dei does.

Pope Francis noted that his new constitu-
tion on the Roman Curia gives the Dicastery
for Clergy responsibility for relations with per-
sonal prelatures, "of which the only one so
far erected is that of Opus Dei."

Opus Dei counts about 93,400 members,
of whom about 2,300 are priests incarnated
in the prelature; another 2,000 priests are as-
sociated with Opus Dei but remain attached
to their dioceses.§

Monsignor Fernando Ocáriz (CNS photo)
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Synod shining light on Church warts
By MICHAEL SWAN
The Catholic Register

What the Church believes, what it thinks,
what it cares about and where it’s going are
subjects of debate and speculation every day
in classrooms, in parish halls and on social
media. But Sudbury, ON, theologian
Christopher Duncanson-Hales is seizing on
the synod process to inject some real-life,
empirical data into the Catholic conversation.

As diocesan reports on the two-year world-
wide Synod on Synodality, launched by Pope
Francis October 10, 2021, begin to surface
on websites, Mr. Duncanson-Hales is collect-
ing, reading and analysing the Canadian re-
sults of the largest, global public consultation
ever attempted in history.

The synodal process is seeking to shape
how the Church carries on its mission of
evangelization moving forward. The process
will culminate in an assembly in Rome in
October 2023.

Mr. Duncanson-Hales is looking at the di-
ocesan synthesis reports as “a snapshot of
the Church in Canada.”

So far, the freelance theologian, formerly
at the University of Sudbury, has collected
publicly available reports from the Dioceses
of Calgary, Sault Ste. Marie and Peterbor-
ough. He believes a fuller picture will emerge
over the summer as more dioceses release
their reports.

Regional assemblies of bishops (Western
Canada, Ontario, Quebec, Atlantic Canada)
are preparing their own syntheses of dioc-
esan reports for the Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops [CCCB]. The CCCB will
produce a synthesis of all these reports be-
fore a continental phase of consultation be-
tween the CCCB and the United States Con-
ference of Catholic Bishops. The national
conferences of bishops must have their re-
ports in to the Synod of Bishops in Rome
August 15.

Not all dioceses are choosing to make their
synthesis documents public. The Archdiocese
of Toronto will let the Assembly of Catholic
Bishops of Ontario speak for it.

“We are allowing the regional synod bodies
to release their syntheses, which we think will
be fulsome reports on the thoughts of On-
tario’s and Canada’s Catholics,” said Arch-
diocese of Toronto spokesperson Mark
Brosens in an email.

The CCCB did not respond to questions
from The Catholic Register about when and
whether its national synthesis will be made

public.
Ms. Duncanson-Hales concedes that many

diocesan reports are likely to be very similar
to one another, but he’s looking for the varia-
tions from diocese to diocese and region to
region.

“There will be variations across the coun-
try. I will be really interested to see what
comes out of Quebec,” he said. “They may
be similar, but there are going to be regional
nuances that I think are going to be impor-
tant.”

In Peterborough, more than 4,000 people
participated either in person or online in synod
discussions.

“Some feared that inviting input might lead
to the transformation of a Church that they
prefer would remain the way it is or the way
it was,” said the 10-page Peterborough dioc-
esan synthesis. “Others were impressed that
the Church was actually asking for their in-
put and often commented that they had never
been asked before for their opinion.”

In the Diocese of Sault Ste. Marie, which
includes Sudbury, North Bay, Sault Ste. Marie
and a huge swath of rural northern Ontario,
123 different groups came together to answer
10 questions put forward by Bishop Tom
Dowd.

“There appeared to be a belief that there is
no evidence that the laity are listened to, and
there is nothing to show that opportunities
are created to change this,” said the Sault Ste.
Marie report.

In Calgary, the synodal journey involved “al-
most 3,000 disciples, young and old.”

“True to his promise, the Holy Spirit amazed
us with his gifts, filled us with courage and
strength and breathed new life and hope into
the weariness that we have been experienc-
ing in these past few years,” wrote the au-
thors of the Calgary report.

Big city or small town, all of the reports
available so far bring up difficult subjects —
ordination for women, LGBTQ acceptance,
clashes over liturgy, political polarization over
Church social teachings, Church complicity
in Canada’s Indian residential school system
and clerical sex abuse.

“In different ways, there was a developing
awareness of the Church’s loss of innocence,”
said the Calgary authors. “Prior generations
viewed the Church as an organization with-
out blemish. We now find ourselves con-
fronted with her sinfulness and very human
frailty.”

The Peterborough authors held themselves
back from the temptation to correct or reject

commentary that wasn’t in line with Church
teaching.

“Reading through the critical and even harsh
feedback was humbling,” the Peterborough
team wrote. “There is the natural inclination
to correct some of the input and the under-
standing of authentic and accurate Church
teaching is critical. However, the synodal proc-
ess is about listening and accompanying, and
less about telling.”

The extent to which dialogue and consul-
tation are becoming part of the culture of the
Church is one thing Mr. Duncanson-Hales
hopes to measure when he has a broader sam-

ple of diocesan synthesis documents.
“The road to Emmaus is sort of the root

metaphor for all of this,” he said. “If you don’t
hear what Christ is saying to your heart, then
how are our hearts going to burn? The heart
is not going to burn if you’re not listening.”

In Peterborough and Calgary the synod
conversations in parishes, religious commu-
nities, schools and elsewhere will feed into
existing pastoral planning processes.

“The intent of the process now is to con-
tinue the consultations and work toward a
diocesan pastoral plan in the Easter season of
2023,” wrote the Peterborough team.

In Sault Ste. Marie, parishioners sent a mes-
sage to their bishop that they want more, not
less, conversation.

“This process should become integrated,
regularly, into the life of all parishes,” said the
Sault authors, summarizing local reports. “We
need honest listening and transparency — full

(continued on page 15)

Christopher Duncanson-Hales (CBC photo)
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Synod shining light

By MARILYN RODRIGUES
Catholic News Service

SYDNEY, Australia — The agenda for the
Second Assembly of Australia's Plenary Coun-
cil was disrupted July 6 after more than 60 of
the 277 members staged a protest over is-
sues regarding women in the church, includ-
ing the defeat of a motion to formalize sup-
port for the ordination of women as deacons.

A sense of crisis among plenary members,
lay and clerical, became evident as the pro-
test occurred and in its aftermath.

As the scheduled lunch break commenced,
the Council's Steering Committee met to dis-
cuss the next steps, while, in a separate room,
more than 60 members met, led by Francis
Sullivan and John Warhurst. Both laymen
have been prominent in calling for significant
changes to church governance and in issues
such as the church's practice and relation-
ship with LGBTQ persons.

During Plenary Council assemblies, con-
sultative votes are exercised by the 277 lay,
religious and clerical members; deliberative
votes are exercised by the Australian bishops.

The protest occurred after the outcome of

Australian council in crisis after motions fail to get enough bishop votes
the bishops' votes on Witnessing to the Equal
Dignity of Women and Men.

One motion, including the consideration of
women for ministry as deacons "should Pope
Francis authorize such ministry," received a
qualified majority among consultative voters
but fell just short of a qualified majority among
deliberative voters — bishops — and did not
pass. Motions passed by the bishops will be
sent to the Vatican after the assembly; if ap-
proved by the Vatican, they become binding
on the church in Australia.

A second motion did not receive a qualified
majority on either the consultative or the de-
liberative votes, and so was not passed. It
was much shorter, proposing: "That each
Australian diocese and eparchy foster new
opportunities for women to participate in min-
istries and roles that are stable, publicly rec-
ognized, resourced with appropriate forma-
tion, including theological education, and com-
missioned by the bishop. These ministries and
roles should engage with the most important
aspects of diocesan and parish life and have a
real impact on those communities."

Mr. Sullivan told The Catholic Weekly, Syd-
ney archdiocesan newspaper, that a "palpable
division" in the assembly room.

"There was a lot of anger and frustration,
particularly on behalf of women but also the
LGBT or rainbow community if you will," he
said.

"This, to my mind, goes to the deeper is-
sues confronting the church over this period
of listening and dialogue. Lots of voices have
come forward, and there is frustration that
... all those voices are not actually in the room.

"The second thing is, are we actually being
attentive to what those voices are saying to us?

"Underneath it all, I have to say even from
my own experience, there is a deep grief I
think that we all feel about where the church
is at, not just for ourselves personally but
collectively, there are generations of people
who are no longer able to identify with the
church."

However, the national bioethics convenor
of the Catholic Women's League Australia,
Deirdre Little, told The Catholic Weekly that
the organization has always been mindful of
the equal dignity of men and women, and that
those "who work humbly and consistently in
the vineyard are not concerned with titled roles
or power or expensive committees."

"We are all equal in value and dignity, as
sons and daughters of God. That dignity does
not reside in power or in governance roles.
We are in the greatest crisis of faith and belief

that Christianity has ever faced, and it is cer-
tainly not a time to be idle," she said.

Bishop Shane Mackinlay, Plenary Council
vice president, addressed the assembly after
the outcome of the votes was announced. He
proposed that members spend additional time
discerning what reservations and concerns
were being expressed.

A member of the Plenary's Steering Com-
mittee, Monica Doumit, said she felt "over-
whelmingly positive" about the table discus-
sions among members in the later part of the
day.

"In listening to people's reservations," she
said, "they weren't saying that they wanted
to take the material about the female diaco-
nate out, or to reject the conversation about
women in leadership in governance in the
church. ... What they were saying is that only
represents a very small measure of the de-
sires of some women and how some women
serve.

"In the conversations this afternoon, there
was a sense that we want to hear more about
motherhood, about women as carers for par-
ents or children with, women who are excel-
ling as lay professionals in various workplaces,
about the women running parish bake sales
and starting mothers' groups and things like
that," she continued.

"We also want to hear about laymen and
where they are in the church, about women
and men in religious life, not only the contribu-
tions they have made historically but also in the
context of today and of hopes for new voca-
tions to the religious life," Ms. Doumit said.

A statement from the Australian Catholic
Bishops' media office said a four-person writ-
ing group has been established to receive rec-
ommendations from members for the draft-
ing of revised motions. The new motions were
expected to be considered later during the
assembly.

Ms. Rodrigues writes for The Catholic
Weekly, Sydney. §
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disclosure — an opportunity to see the an-
swers submitted during this process along
with a time to dialogue.”

Each of the three reports admits to failing
to include the broadest possible range of re-
spondents.

“Some groups were notably under-repre-
sented — for example, men in general, young
adults and the elderly or home-bound,” the
Calgary authors said.
The attempt to reach out to the peripheries
faltered in Peterborough.

“Respondents who are from different cul-
tures, socio-economic backgrounds or who
identify themselves as marginalized were criti-
cal of the Church’s welcome, describing it as
cold and unaccepting. They say there is little
or no effort to learn about them or to grow in
mutual understanding,” wrote the Peterbor-
ough team.

In Sault Ste. Marie the authors saw the
synod conversations as an opportunity for
spiritual growth.

“Obviously, the perspectives vary tremen-
dously,” they wrote. “But the common de-
nominator that unites the many respondents
of this process is the desire to know God and
to learn how to open our hearts to him.” §
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By SHAWN McCARTHY
Correspondent

MIRAMICHI — In 1881, when the New Brunswick government
passed a medical act restricting the practice of medicine to licensed
professionals, an exemption was allowed to permit Father William
Morriscy of Bartibogue to continue to practice. 

Fr. Morriscy was born in Halifax in 1841, and had studied medicine
for two years with a licensed physician, before being recruited for the
priesthood, in 1860, by Bishop James Rogers, the first bishop of the
Diocese of Chatham [now part the Diocese of Saint John].

The connection between the two men was close, as Fr. Morriscy
received all of his training for the priesthood directly from the bishop. 

Bishop Rogers later explained that he had intended that Fr. Morriscy
be sent to the Grand Seminary in Montreal, but, knowing that there
were so few priests in the area, and aware of his own great need for
help, he decided to retain the young man within the diocese. 

Fr. Morriscy taught rhetoric and penmanship at St. Michael’s Male
Academy in Chatham, and was the first priest ordained by Bishop
Rogers at the Saint-Basile Church, in Madawaska County in 1864.

Fr. Morriscy began his time as a parish priest in St. Margaret’s, but
quickly moved to Caraquet, west Bathurst, and Chatham in the fol-
lowing years, before being appointed to Renous in 1868, where he
would remain for nearly a decade.

In that time, he helped to open St. Anne’s Church at Natoaganeg
First Nation (Eel Ground) in 1872, and the so-called ‘Old Chapel’ at
Boiestown, two years later.

While in Renous, once a month he travelled to Point Pleasant, on the
Northwest branch of the Miramichi River, heard confessions on Saturday
evening, and said mass on Sunday morning. 

Even though his religious calling was paramount, medicine continued to
interest him, and he took up the study of the medical arts in his leisure
hours. 

Fr. Morriscy’s medical practice had begun in Caraquet, where, along-
side Father J. M. Pacquet, he offered medical assistance to the parish
community, as the nearest doctors were to be found in Bathurst or Chatham.

His work in Mi’gmaq communities allowed him opportunity to pursue
the study of traditional healing, which was an important component
of his practice in later years. Fr. Morriscy was a strong believer in
natural remedies, and, according to Miramichi historian Louise Manny,
never prescribed a narcotic drug.

Fr. Morriscy was given charge of the St. Peter and St. Paul church
of Bartibogue in 1877, where he remained for thirty years. From
there, he ministered to missions at Esgenoôpetitj First Nation (Burnt
Church), Millbank, Upper Bartibogue, Grand Dunes, and Loggieville
(then known as Black Brook). 

At this time, it must also be remembered that most of these sites had no
formal church, and Loggieville’s St. Andrew’s Church, completed in 1878,
was across the Miramichi River, necessitating a crossing by ferry. 

Even so, Fr. Morriscy minis-
tered to these communities, of-
ten from the house of a parish-
ioner, oversaw the construction
of churches in several cases,
and committed himself to lead
two spiritual missions, each of
several days length, each year,
in each mission community.  

He was noted for prefacing his
masses with recitations of the Acts of
Faith, Hope, Charity and Contrition, and
other devotional prayers, as a means
of preparing those gathered for the cel-
ebration.

The rectory at Bartibogue became a
place of pilgrimage for the sick in those
years. It was said that, at times, Fr.
Morriscy was being consulted by as
many as twenty patients a day. Rather
than have those who consulted him
relive their struggles through a recita-
tion of their symptoms, Fr. Morriscy
was said to have engaged them in gen-
ial conversation, and, through artfully
directed questions, determine the cause
of their malady. He was said to have
had an uncanny ability for diagnosis,
and could even spot tell-tale signs of
ailments before physical symptoms were felt. 

His services were available to persons of all religious denomina-
tions, at no charge. He resolutely refused pay for his services, even
going so far as to drive to a patient’s home to return a $20 gold piece
left in payment. On another occasion, he was said to have advised,
“Pay your dues to the Pastor of the Church that you attend and not to
me, but call upon me night, noon or morning for anything that I can
do for you.” 

In 1888, he travelled to Bathurst at the request of Father Thomas
Barry, to visit an ill man, and subsequently was kept from departing
from that city, such were the numbers of people calling upon his
medical skill.  Records state that in 1892, he travelled to Prince Edward
Island on a similar mission of healing. 

In 1883, in view of his service
to the people of the Miramichi,
several individuals took up a col-
lections and presented Fr.
Morriscy with a buggy and horse,
bought in Chatham from Mr. A.
Robinson. 

On Christmas Eve, the con-
gregation in Loggieville presented
him with a sleigh, and an address
of gratitude.  Fr. Morriscy ex-
pressed his own appreciation,
adding that, whatever he did, he
did it in furtherance of his duty

(continued on page 17)

Miramichi priest ‘passed his life doing good’

Father William Morriscy
(Photo from James A.
Fraser’s book on Fr.
Morriscy, held at the St.
Michael’s Museum)
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to the people, and that admiration belongs to the givers of this gift
more than to the recipient. 

In 1896, Fr. Morriscy visited Rome with Fr. Barry, then vicar gen-
eral for the Diocese of Chatham. 

At the end of 1898, he was the victim of a bad cold that developed
into pneumonia, which remained with him until March of 1899. There
were plans that he should be reassigned to a parish demanding less
travel and activity, but after some reflection, and citing an improve-
ment in his health, Fr. Morriscy decided to remain in Bartibogue.

His fellow priests presented him with an address at the time of his
recovery, calling him a pillar of support for Bishop Rogers, who was
now in his 73rd year, and a friend, and brother, to his fellow priests. 

After a stay in West Virginia, until February 1900, in order to re-
cover his strength, he returned to Bartibogue, where he remained
until the end of January 1908 when rheumatism forced him to seek
treatment at Chatham’s Hotel Dieu Hospital.  Early on the morning of
March 30, the Sister on duty found him weak and pale and sent for a
doctor and a priest.

The Last Rites having been administered, it was said Fr. Morriscy closed
his eyes and gave up his spirit to God. The doctor, kneeling by his bed,
said he had died, as he had lived, in peace with God and men.  Eulogizing
him, the Chatham World printed that Father Morriscy was “the only man
we ever knew who undoubtedly loved his neighbour as himself.”

Fr. Morriscy’s will left the recipes for his many cures to the RHSJ
[Religious Hospitallers of St. Joseph] Sisters in Chatham, but they
were not in a position to produce and market the medicines.  As a
result, the Father Morriscy Medicine Company Ltd was established
in Moncton in August 1908, and the Sisters would receive a fixed
sum for the recipes and a percentage of the company’s profits.

After moving to Montreal in 1911, and amalgamating with a To-
ronto-based company the following year, the Father Morriscy Medi-
cine Company ceased operations in 1913. 

Thousands of people would view Fr. Morriscy’s mortal remains
while they were housed in the hospital chapel, and the Cathedral of
St. Michael in Chatham was filled with mourners at the funeral.

Bishop Thomas Barry wrote, “The Cathedral could not contain the
multitude.” Twenty-seven priests joined him in the celebration of the
funeral mass, and thereafter Fr. Morriscy was buried. His marker
reads, “In memory of Father Morriscy. Born, April 16, 1841. Died,
March 30, 1908. He passed his life doing good.”

Shawn McCarthy is the Miramichi Region correspondent for The
New Freeman. He can be reached at cletus_1773 @hotmail.com.§

Passed his life doing good

Pizza and Prayer holds
second outreach event of the year
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

SAINT JOHN — On Friday, July 22, 2022, the second Pizza and
Prayer was held at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in
Saint John.

This lay-led outreach ministry feeds and ministers to those living in
the uptown Saint John area who are struggling with homelessness,
addictions and mental health issues.

It is an opportunity for people to pray, eat, and have fellowship
with the local community.

“Pizza and Prayer was a great success on Friday,” organizer Jamie
Dobbelsteyn said. “We had our largest crowd ever. We served well
over 100 people and passed out 540 pieces of pizza.”

Mr. Dobbelsteyn continued by thanking those who donated time
and money noting that “our friends who live on the streets and strug-
gle with many issues are a community. They know one another, they
laugh, love, share and support one another.”

He offered special thanks to Pete Richard and Dominos Pizza who
provided food for the event.

A Holy Hour followed inside the Cathedral at 6:30 pm with music
ministry provided by David Dobbelsteyn, during which the doors of
the church were open and people were invited to pray with Jesus in
the Blessed Sacrament.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

SAINT JOHN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese
of Saint John leads a Holy Hour, Friday, July 22 in the Cathedral
of the Immaculate Conception in Saint John. The Holy Hour
followed the second Pizza and Prayer evening, an outreach
ministry offered at the Cathedral. (Natasha Mazerolle photo)
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Covenant between humanity, environment needed, pope says
By JUNNO AROCHO ESTEVES
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — Humanity can no longer ignore the cries of the
earth that is suffering due to greed and the excessive consumption of
its resources, Pope Francis said.

In his message for the World Day of Prayer for Creation, the pope
said the current climate crisis is a call for men and women, especially
Christians, to "repent and modify our lifestyles and destructive sys-
tems."

"The present state of decay of our common home merits the same
attention as other global challenges such as grave health crises and
wars. Living our vocation to be protectors of God's handiwork is
essential to a life of virtue; it is not an optional or a secondary aspect
of our Christian experience," he wrote in his message, which was
released by the Vatican July 21.

The theme of the World Day of Prayer for Creation, which will be
celebrated September 1, is "Listen to the voice of creation."

Reflecting on the theme, the pope said that there is "a kind of disso-
nance" when one listens to the "voice of creation."

"On the one hand, we can hear a sweet song in praise of our be-
loved Creator; on the other, an anguished plea, lamenting our mis-
treatment of this our common home," he said.

The pope said the earth has fallen "prey to our consumerist ex-
cesses" and to a "tyrannical anthropocentrism," an attitude in which
people think they are the centre of the universe. Such an attitude is at
odds "with Christ's centrality in the work of creation."

Exaggerated self-centeredness, he said, has led to the loss of
biodiversity and the extinction of countless and has greatly impacted
the lives of the poor and vulnerable indigenous populations.

"As a result of predatory economic interests, their ancestral lands
are being invaded and devastated on all sides, provoking a cry that
rises up to heaven," he said.

Furthermore, the pope said, younger generations feel "menaced by
shortsighted and selfish actions" and are "anxiously asking us adults
to do everything possible to prevent, or at least limit, the collapse of
our planet's ecosystems."

Pope Francis said the Vatican's July 6 accession to the U.N. Frame-
work Convention on Climate Change and the Paris Agreement was
made "in the hope that the humanity of the 21st century will be re-
membered for having generously shouldered its grave responsibili-
ties."

While the goal of limiting the increase of the earth's temperature "is
quite demanding," the pope said it also serves as a "call for responsi-
ble cooperation between all nations" to confront the climate crisis by
reducing net greenhouse gas emissions to zero.

Presenting the pope's message at the Vatican press office July 21,
Canadian Cardinal Michael Czerny, prefect of the Dicastery for Pro-
moting Integral Human Development, said Pope Francis' message
served as a call for bolder action by world leaders attending "this
year's COP27 and COP15 summits on climate change and
biodiversity."

"The planet already is 1.2°C hotter, yet new fossil fuel projects
every day accelerate our race toward the precipice," Cardinal Czerny
said. "Enough is enough. All new exploration and production of coal,
oil and gas must immediately end, and existing production of fossil
fuels must be urgently phased out."

In his message, the pope highlighted the need to change "models of

consumption and production, as well as lifestyles" and transform them
into something respectful of creation and integral human develop-
ment.

"Underlying all this," the pope wrote, "there is need for a covenant
between human beings and the environment, which, for us believers,
is a mirror reflecting the creative love of God, from whom we come
and toward whom we are journeying.'

"The transition brought about by this conversion cannot neglect the
demands of justice, especially for those workers who are most af-
fected by the impact of climate change," the pope added.

He also expressed his hope that the COP15 summit on biodiversity,
which will be in December in Montreal, will adopt new agreements
that will "halt the destruction of ecosystems and the extinction of
species."

Emphasizing the principles needed to prevent "the further collapse
of biodiversity," the pope appealed to the mining, oil, forestry, real
estate and agribusiness industries to "stop destroying forests, wetlands
and mountains, to stop polluting rivers and seas, to stop poisoning
food and people."

"How can we fail to acknowledge the existence of an 'ecological
debt' incurred by the economically richer countries, who have pol-
luted most in the last two centuries," Pope Francis said.

"Even the economically less wealthy countries have significant, al-
beit 'diversified' responsibilities in this regard," he added. "Delay on
the part of others can never justify our own failure to act. It is neces-
sary for all of us to act decisively. For we are reaching a breaking
point."§

Schedule released for
beatification of Pope John Paul I
The Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY — The Diocese of Rome will host a prayer vigil
the evening before the beatification of Pope John Paul I and his home-
town will host the main Mass of Thanksgiving a week later, the office
promoting his sainthood cause announced.

Pope Francis is scheduled to beatify the late pope September 4
during a Mass in St. Peter's Square.

Cardinal Angelo De Donatis, the papal vicar for Rome, will preside
over the prayer vigil the evening of September 3 in Rome's Basilica of
St. John Lateran.

And the official Mass of Thanksgiving will be celebrated in the
early evening September 11 in the main square of Canale D'Agordo
where Albino Luciani, the future Pope John Paul, was born October
17, 1912.

The bishops of Belluno-Feltre,
Vittorio Veneto and Venice — the
dioceses he served before being
elected pope in August 1978 —
will concelebrate the thanksgiv-
ing mass, according to the an-
nouncement published July 11.

Pope John Paul served only 33
days as pontiff; he died in the pa-
pal apartments September 28,
1978, three weeks shy of his 66th
birthday.§
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Obituaries

GILLEN, MARY MARGARET — It is with great sadness that the fam-
ily of Mary (McBriarty) Gillen, wife of the late Frank Gillen, announces
her peaceful passing which occurred on December 31 2021 at the Shannex
Tucker Hall. Born in Saint John, June 13, 1928, Mary was the daughter of
the late Joseph and Ena (Higgins) McBriarty and a lifelong resident of the
North End.

Mary is survived by four sons, Michael (Lily) of Ottawa ON, Paul of
Safety Harbor Fl, John (Yvette), of Ottawa ON, Andrew (Marsanne) of
Whistler, BC, one daughter, Louise (Kevin) of Saint John and several
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. She is also survived by many cher-
ished nieces and nephews. Besides her husband, she was predeceased by
her brothers Jack McBriarty (the late Madelyn) and Denis McBriarty (the
late Michele), and her beloved sister Joan (Ralph Howlett).

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Funeral
Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian Burial took place at the Cathedral
of Immaculate Conception, Saint John. Interment followed in St. Bridg-
et’s Cemetery, Chapel Grove, Summerville,

McTAGUE, CHARLES BERNARD — With heavy hearts, the family
of Charles Bernard McTague, loving husband of the late Joan
McTague, announce his peaceful passing at home on Saturday, July
2, 2022.  Born in Valley, Prince Edward Island on the 26th day of
November 1937.   He was the son of the late Joseph and Elizabeth
McTague.

He will be missed by his sons, Charles “Chuck” (Suzanne) and
Christopher (Margaret); grandchildren:  Amanda (Shelby Green),
Jessica (Gregor McAvity), Carissa (Adam Kelly), Brittany (Kyle) Gillis,
Joseph (Chantelle), Jane (Ben) O’Toole, Maureen (Andrew) and
Jennifer (Ryan); sisters Estelle Lemieux, Doreen (Arthur) Crowley,
Darlene (George) O’Shea and brother John (Jean) McTague.   Also,
great grandchildren Charlotte, Sadie-Mae, Timothy and Judith.

He was predeceased by his parents Joseph and Elizabeth McTague,
sisters Ann Doherty and Georgina Byrne.

He rested Resting at Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of
Christian Burial was celebrated from Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Church, Rothesay.  Interment followed in Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Cemetery, Rothesay.

PAYN, LYNN — Lynn Payn died peacefully on Saturday, July 2nd,
2022 at SJRH surrounded by her four children. Lynn was raised in
Cut Bank, Montana and met her beloved husband Kit while working
as a teacher in the Bahamas.

Lynn was predeceased by Kit (Dec 28, 2021), her parents Mary and
Wilbur Werner as well as her brother Kirwin Werner.

She is survived by her four children David (Caroline) of Fort Langley
BC, Mara (Kelly) of Rothesay NB, Kristin (Steve) of Dartmouth NS and
Jim (Jessica) of North Vancouver BC and her 9 grandchildren Kayla,
Chris, Gabrielle, Frederique, Bronwyn, Samuelle, Maddy, Jackson and
Kate.  She is also survived by her sister Purnee (Don) of Golden Colorado,
sister Chari (Jim) of Helena Montana, brother Mark (Vera) of Billings
Montana and sister-in-Law Carol Werner (Ronan Montana).

Arrangements were under the care and directions of Brenan’s Funeral
Home, Saint John. The funeral mass took place at Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Church, Rothesay. Interment followed at Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Cemetery, Rothesay

CAMPBELL, LORI MARIE — It is with broken hearts, the family of
Lori Marie Campbell, loving wife of Kim Campbell, announce her unex-

pected passing on Wednesday, July 6, 2022, at the Moncton Hospital.
Born in Saint John, on April 18, 1967, she was a daughter of the late

James and Theresa (Tracey) Buckley.
Besides her husband, Lori will be forever remembered by her siblings;

Genevieve Carpenter (Richard), Cheryl Gosselin (Eric Sparks), Carl (Kelly),
Jimmy, Stephen, Terry (Theresia) and Kevin, several nieces, nephews,
cousins, and close friends.

Lori was predeceased by her parents, her brother Gerald, and her niece
Suzanne Wisted.

She rested at Kennebecasis Community Funeral Home, Quispamsis.
A Mass of Christian Burial took place at Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Church, Rothesay. Interment to take place at a later date.

BALLARD, WILLIAM ‘Bill’ — It is with heavy hearts that the
family of William Joseph “Bill” Ballard announce his passing, after a
brief illness, at the Saint John Regional Hospital on Sunday, July 10th,
2022.

Bill was born in Saint John on July 25th, 1951, son of the late
Harold and Florence (nee Keir) Ballard.

Along with his wife Noreen (nee Meahan), Bill is survived by his
son Michael (Kelly); grandchildren Rowan and Jake; brother Brian
(Brenda); sisters Anna Pierce (Ken) and Louise Franklin, as well as many
nieces and nephews.

Besides his parents, Bill is predeceased by his brothers Michael and
Harold “Howie” Ballard.

A Funeral Liturgy was held at Holy Redeemer Parish, Saint John.
Arrangements were entrusted to Brenan’s Funeral Home, Saint John.

MURPHY, WYANW DOUGLAS — It is with sadness the family of
Wayne “Murph” Murphy, age 71, announces his passing on June 12,
2022 at the Saint John Regional Hospital.

He is survived by his sisters Lettie, Betty Logan & brother Walter
as well as several nieces and nephews.

Besides his parents George Harold & Georgina (nee Shannon) he
was predeceased by his sisters Vicky, Mary (Stanley) Davis, brother
Eugene, sisters-in-law Dot, Dola & brother-in-law Frank.

Arrangements were under the care and direction of Brenan’s Fu-
neral Home, Saint John. The funeral liturgy was held in Brenan’s
chapel. Interment followed at Holy Cross Cemetery, Saint John.

WILSON, MURIEL AGNES — It is with sadness that the family of
Muriel Agnes (Joyce, Humphrey) Wilson share with you her passing.
Muriel (Mert to her friends) was born on Oct 4th, 1932 to her be-
loved parents Jean (Longmuir) and Richard Joyce, Saint John.

Muriel is predeceased by her parents Jean and Richard, 2 sisters
Lillian and Florence, brother Edward and two husbands, Rip [Robert
James Humphrey] and Jimmy [James Moore Wilson].

Muriel leaves behind daughter Diane (Humphrey) Gautreau, sons
Trevor Gautreau (Lea) and Ryan Gautreau (Kari). Grandchildren Travis
(Jenny), Cassie, Carleigh Tanor and Colby; stepson Terry Wilson (Sally),
step- grandchild Ben Wilson (Meghan), step great grandchildren Charlie,
Emma, Brandy Coyle (Jeff), their children Jackson, Liv, Reese and Kelly
Wilson, her children Cayden, Laughlin, Harlow; and several nieces and
nephews.

She rested at Castle Funeral Home, Saint John. A Mass of Christian
Burial took place from Our Lady of Assumption Catholic Church , Saint
John. Interment followed in Ocean View Memorial Gardens. Saint John.§
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MIRAMICHI — Large crowds greeted the two-day yard sale and
BBQ hosted at St. Mary’s Church in Miramichi, by St. Marguerite
Bourgeoys Parish, in support of a new roof at St. Mary’s.  Over
$4,000 was raised between July 1st and 2nd, and organizers wish
to thank all of those who made the event successful - those who
donated items for sale, the markers, sellers, cooks, and carriers. 
(Shawn McCarthy photo)

Pastor installed at St. Croix Parish
By NATASHA MAZEROLLE
Correspondent

ST. STEPHEN — On Saturday, July 23, and Sunday, July 26,
Father Arockia Dass Chinappan was installed as pastor of St. Croix
Parish, which serves churches in both St. Andrews-by-the-Sea and
St. Stephen.

“Today we are welcoming a new pastor to walk with and shepherd
the faithful of St. Croix Parish,” Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the
Diocese of Saint John said. “This is a big deal. A parish cannot exist
without a priest to make Christ’s presence known, felt, and made
real, to help us in our spiritual growth.”

He continued saying that, “the special rite that we will celebrate in a
few moments with Father Arockia Dass Chinappan is significant. In
it, we see how the parish priest is there at every significant moment

of our lives, bringing Christ to us and sharing the Gospel message in
joyful times and in challenging ones.”

Noting that, “the sacraments and liturgies of the Church mark our
birth into God’s family, our passage from this life to the next, the
sealing of love in the covenant of marriage, our healing from sick-
ness, our need for reconciliation and forgiveness, and the source and
summit of all activity in the Eucharist,” Bishop Riesbeck said, “Thanks
to God’s work, and our participation and cooperation in this work,
Christ’s presence is truly made manifest in the Church, and it’s espe-
cially evident in the liturgy, in the word of God that is proclaimed, in
the assembly that prays together led by the presider who acts in per-
sona Christi, and Jesus reveals himself in a real way in the Eucharist,
sharing himself with us in His body and blood, under the appearances
of the bread and wine.”

Following the homily Bishop Riesbeck and Fr. Chinappan proc-

essed around the church to the various places in which these key mo-
ments take place to pray with him — the pulpit, the confessional, the
baptismal font, the entrance door of the church, and the tabernacle. The
bishop also led Fr. Chinappan in a renewal of his priestly vows.

“As we continue this special celebration today, we welcome Fr.
Chinappan to St. Croix Parish,” Bishop Riesbeck concluded. “He brings
his own unique gifts and talents to the parish. He will receive and
welcome your gifts and abilities as you work together to bring the
Gospel message both to families in the parish and also to the wider
community in which you live, work and go to school. Together you
will witness to God’s providence in providing for the real needs of His
holy people. May God bless you, Fr. Chinappan. We pray for you. I
ask God’s blessings on the entire parish today and in the days ahead
as you live and act as Christ’s witnesses to the joy of the Gospel.”

Addressing the congregation at the conclusion of the mass, Fr.
Chinappan told the people to, “Rejoice, always rejoice!” and exhorted
them to “pray without ceasing and give thanks to the Lord in all
situations.”

He thanked the Lord and the Blessed Virgin Mary, saying, “they
have been with me in my priestly ministry and they will guide me in
my Christian life.”

He thanked Bishop Riesbeck for the “opportunity to serve this par-
ish of St. Croix.”

He also thanked parishioners from St. Andrews, St. Stephen and
St. Timothy’s on Campobello Island, which the parish of St. Croix
serves. Following the final blessing parishioners were invited to a
reception to celebrate with Fr. Chinappan.

Natasha Mazerolle is a correspondent for The New Freeman. She
can be reached at natasha@maz-family.com. §

ST. STEPHEN — Bishop Christian Riesbeck, CC of the Diocese
of Saint John (right) installs Father Arockia Dass Chinappan as
pastor of St. Croix Parish. The parish includes churches in St.
Andrews-by-the-Sea, St. Stephen and Campobello Island.
(Natasha Mazerolle photo)


